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Publisher’s Note
IN THIS ISSUE

By now all you fencers are in full steam-ahead
mode. Summer has come early to Ontario with
temperatures in high 20’s and unbelievably
Calgary just had a few inches of snow. But
snow or shine the work has to be done. Be
sure to use sunscreen or at least a hat as the
sun seems to be more intense these days.

I just checked out the CFIA.ca website and read about the
improvements for use on mobile phones and tablets. Fence Focus online has also been upgraded providing an easy and fun way to read. It
is well worth a visit to check it out.

In spite of problems in various provinces, for example the oil industry in
Alberta, housing starts are up by 2% across Canada according to the
CMHC website statistics. This is good news for the fencing industry.
Milton, Ontario is a prime example of a town which is constantly
growing with hundreds of new homes being built annually.
I hope you enjoy the summer issue of Fence Focus and, as always, we
would love your input.

Reggie’s Corner

Maureen Fodrek, Publisher, mfodrek@sympatico.ca

More interesting stuff that
Reggie should have known,
but didn't ... part 2
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COBWEB: The Old English word for
"spider" was "cob."

SHIP STATE ROOMS: Traveling by steamboat was considered the
height of comfort. Passenger cabins on the boats were not
numbered. Instead they were named after states. To this day
cabins on ships are called staterooms.

SLEEP TIGHT: Early beds were made with a wooden frame. Ropes
were tied across the frame in a criss-cross pattern. A straw
mattress was then put on top of the ropes. Over time the ropes
stretched, causing the bed to sag. The owner would then tighten
the ropes to get a better night's sleep. Also, those straw
mattresses were full of bugs, so thus the expression: “Good night,
sleep tight, and don’t let the bed bugs bite.”

SHOWBOAT: These were floating theaters built on a barge that was
pushed by a steamboat. These played small town along the
Mississippi River. Unlike the boat shown in the movie "Showboat"
these did not have an engine. They were gaudy and attention
grabbing which is why we say someone who
is being the life of the party is "showboating."
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Back Cover Modern Fence Technologies • 1-888-749-7133

OVER A BARREL: In the days before CPR a drowning victim would
be placed face down over a barrel and the barrel would be rolled
back and forth in an effort to empty the lungs of water. It was
rarely effective. If you are over a barrel you are in deep trouble.

CURFEW: The word "curfew" comes from the French phrase
"couvre-feu", which means "cover the fire". It was used to
describe the time of blowing out all lamps and candles. It
was later adopted into Middle English as
"curfeu", which later became the modern "curfew". In the
early American colonies homes had no real fireplaces so a
fire was built in the center of the room. In order to make
sure a fire did not get out of control during the night it was
required that, by an agreed upon time, all fires would be
covered with a clay pot called a "curfew."

HOGWASH Steamboats carried both people and animals. Since
pigs smelled so bad they would be washed before being put on
board. The mud and other filth that was washed off was
considered useless "hog wash."

HOT OFF THE PRESS: As the paper goes through the rotary
printing press friction causes it to heat up. Therefore, if
you grab the paper right off the press, it’s hot. The
expression means to get immediate information.

BARGE IN: Heavy freight was moved along the Mississippi in large
barges pushed by steamboats. These were hard to control and
would sometimes swing into piers or other boats. People would
say they "barged in."
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BARRELS OF OIL: When the first oil wells were drilled they
had made no provision for storing the liquid so they used
water barrels. That is why, to this day, we speak of barrels
of oil rather than gallons.
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FENCE FOLKS - Deer Fence Canada Inc.
Deer Fence Canada Inc. started in February 2005 as an online store to sell the much
needed deer exclusion fencing to customers in Canada. Previously customers who
required deer fencing had to import the fence from the USA.

e.g. vine trellising using our polyamide cable and Gripple wire
tensioners, Hortonova mesh for cut flower growers, bird netting for berry
growers all of which compliment our main deer fence products.

Our store being online attracts customers in different time zones and more
importantly they can shop at their leisure in the evening or weekends. This is
the time most of our customers use our
online store.

5 years ago we became aware of a revolutionary gas powered post driver
manufactured in Australia by
Christie Engineering for sheep
farmers and started to import
these via the USA importer for the
Canadian market.

We ship our fence products all over
Canada from as far east as Pouch Cove on
the eastern tip of Newfoundland to as far
west as Haida Gwaii ( Queen Charlotte
Islands) and as far north as Whitehorse.
Yes our geographic knowledge of Canada
has improved immensely since 2005.
Our deer fence product is black
polypropylene and comes in rolls,
lightweight and very strong and unlike
other fence material can be attached to
trees to save on costly fence posts. This makes it ideal for the home owner to erect
the fence themselves and also makes it ideal for conservation authorities, parks
departments etc to create enclosures for new plantings.
Where trees cannot be used our steel post system is quite unique in that it comes in
two parts, a steel sleeve ( formed tube) that is driven into the ground and the 9 foot
post then dropped into the sleeve which sets the post exactly 7 foot above ground
for the polypropylene mesh. No need to get up 9 foot to drive a post into the ground.
We manufacture the sleeves ourselves at our location along with other fence
products.
Our deer fence system quickly became established and soon we had an option for
dog fencing using a similar system.
With the success of this we then went on to develop our unique cat fence system to
retain cats in the yard. Our cat fence system can either be new build free standing or
conversion of an existing board fence or chain link fence.

This machine will save you time
and effort. The design enables the
operator to move along a trellis or
fence line with ease, much faster
than traditional pneumatic or
hydraulic driven units with
cumbersome
hoses
to
manage.The post driver has gone
through various enhancements
and 3 years ago we commenced
assembly of these drivers ourselves, purchasing the Honda 4 stroke
engine from Honda Canada to ensure that our customers were fully
covered for Honda warranty in Canada and we could provide service and
support.
At Landscape Ontario Congress 2016 we launched our own range of Post
Pounders which uses the same Honda engine but the PP83 has been
designed from the outset to handle posts of all types to up to 3 + inches
in diameter. Once again we assemble the units here and have some parts
manufactured locally.
These lightweight machines deliver the punch where you need it, when
you need it. It's easy to start and just lift the driver on top of the post and
squeeze the throttle.
The shock absorbing handles and the light weight of the machine makes
it physically less demanding than traditional methods and can be used
all day without operator fatigue.

The cat hoop supports the polypropylene mesh and when the cat climbs up the
fence it attempts to get around the hoop but as the hoop is inherently springy and
the cat is uncomfortable and finds itself letting go and falling back into the yard.
Once again these are unique products in Canada which we manufacture.

Powered by a 4 stroke Honda engine, there is no mixing of gas so no
mistakes using the wrong mix of oil and gas, very economical in gas
being able to install 500 steel posts, T or U shaped, on one litre of gas.

We try to use suppliers in Canada as far as possible for items we cannot manufacture
ourselves and over the past few years have gradually found Canadian sources for our
products.
We have gradually expanded our product range to serve growers of all types of crops

David Davidson, www.deerfencecanada.ca
Deer Fence Canada Inc.
2470 Dunrobin Road, Dunrobin, Ottawa, ON K0A 1T0
1 866 914 DEER (3337) deerfencecanada@gmail.com
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Innovative Solution
Individual home owners, HOA’s and Condo Corporations are truly invested in creating
a pleasing property oasis to enjoy. Much time and effort is spent maintaining your
yard, fence, mailbox posts and other lawn structures to increase their lifespan and
enhance their appearance. Fighting this battle has been the mother of many
inventions. Fence posts get wrapped in strips of foam, aluminum or even more drastic
measures are taken by spraying an herbicide in a radius around your posts. These
“solutions” all call for monthly maintenance, updating and additional man hours, not
to mention the affect on the environment.

Before

After

Fence Armor is constructed of durable, recyclable G90, 22-Gauge Galvanized steel.
With the easy, screw or click lock applications you are one and done! You can rest easy
knowing that Fence Armor is on guard protecting your investment. Fence Armor is the
best defence for your fence!
Al Martins, Director, Fence Armor
484 Plains Rd. East Unit 10, Burlington, ON Canada L7T 2E1
Phone: 888.289-5617 Cell: 905.399-0877 Fax: 866.396.7481 Skype: alcamsolburlington
Visit our new website at: www.fencearmor.com

Mindfulness

Although summer is not the best time to relax for those in
the fencing industry, it is important to take a breather now and
again. One suggestion to help this happen is to turn off phones
and gadgets for at least an hour a day. For those of you with
small children, turning off phones at mealtimes and even until
the little ones are asleep ensures you have some one-on-one
time with family.

The fact of not having to react to every beep and to be
present to the actual moment you are in is proving to be not
just another new age fad, but actually has an effect on our
health, our creativity and our productivity. Some dinner guests
are now being asked by clever hosts to drop their phones into
a basket at the door and to pick them up as they are leaving,
ensuring that the evening will be a refreshing break for
everyone there.

Christine Carter of the University of California says that
being highly productive and efficient involves taking lots of
breaks. Feeling stressed or overwhelmed is a signal to step
away for a few minutes and just breathe, get outside or just

stare into space. This may be perceived negatively by co-workers
as most people can’t see that taking breaks can get the work done,
but ironically, production increases and less mistakes are made
when people are not stressed.
The act of mindfulness, as in sitting in silence, is terrifying for
many people, so much so that in one study participants chose to
receive electric shocks rather than sit in a room alone for 15
minutes. However, mindfulness can also be practiced in short
moments many times throughout the day. Taking a deep breath
before getting on an elevator, checking how fast you are eating
and choosing to wait a moment before your next bite, slowing
down your walk as you go to your next appointment, all are ways
of being more aware of your stress level and taking action to
improve it.
For those of you with employees, looking after them is an
investment in your business. When you care for them employees
are more creative, more productive and less likely to make
mistakes. Encourage them to take breaks when you notice the
stress level rising. Praise them for work well done. Treat them to
lunch and a cold drink on a hot day. You’ll be glad you did!

Tech Corner

You can save your company some cash by using some of the
many free applications and services available to Smartphone
users. This includes downloadable programs, such as no-cost
office suites.
With the use of apps, phones are transformed into
notebooks, audio recorders, GPS navigation devices and
more. Google’s gmail can also be used, in addition to email,
for file storage, document sharing and more; all good for the
person on the run and business travellers.
Skype now offers live translation so you can now
communicate with people who don't speak your language.
Some of the downsides to free apps:
- Google sometimes has outages affecting your access to
email.
- Skype is sometimes congested affecting call quality.
- Paid applications often provide more features than their
free counterparts.
- Security can be an issue, so educate employees as to the
information to be shared or not on the free apps.

Examples of free apps in addition to Skype and Google are:
OpenOffice.org -- Sun Microsystems's free Microsoft Office
alternative offers word processing, spreadsheets, presentations,
databases, and graphics.
Documents To Go -- With a free version included on newer
BlackBerry devices, this allows for viewing and editing of Word,
Excel, and PowerPoint documents.
Windows Live SkyDrive -- Microsoft is offering up to 25GB of
free online storage. Only a Windows ID is required (such as a
Hotmail e-mail address) and this password-protected virtual
drive can be accessed for virtually any online computer in the
world. Some folders can be set up for sharing.
Evernote, free at iTunes store, can be used for “practically
anything” from recording meetings to keeping a diary. It allows
you to sync on your computer, tablet and phone as well as with
other people.
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How Much Do You Know about Loop Design?

Dispelling Common Loop Myths

Should loops be designed with stranded or
solid wire? What is the real difference?

It is common knowledge in our industry that loops should be designed
with stranded wire – but is that really the best option?

It is a simple fact that when your compare the electrical characteristics
of a solid wire vs. stranded wire of the same gauge the solid wire will
have less resistance than the stranded wire. This means that solid wire
will offer better loop performance. So why use stranded wire at all?
Well the one great advantage that stranded wire has over solid wire is
its flexibility. Flexibility is needed for the lead-in run of the loop. So
the lead-in run should always be made with stranded wire.

Can the loop portion itself be made of solid wire? Yes, because once
the loop is installed, is it will not be able to move or flex. There is little
need for flexibility in the loop section
specifically. There are other advantages to
having the loop section made with solid wire
including:

• Generally solid conductor cables have lower
susceptibility to high-frequency effects based
on their larger skin diameter alone.

• When laying a loop over rebar the rigid
characteristics of solid wire will mean less
chance the loop will fall below the rebar when
concrete is poured.

• Solid wire holds its shape when bent, which
means it’s easier to shape the wire into your
desired loop pattern.

• Solid wire is more rugged and has less
surface area which is exposed to attack by
corrosives which means it has better protection
against the environment.

quality will diminished to the point it is unintelligible by the
time it reaches the other end of the cable. The amount of
Insertion loss depends on two major factors: the gauge of
the wire, and the length of the wire. Higher gauge (thinner)
wires have more insertion loss than lower gauge (thicker)
wires. Overall stranded copper wires will have 20%-50%
more insertion loss than solid conductor wires.
Another point to consider when weighing the pros and cons
of solid wire vs. stranded wire is skin effect. Skin effect
describes the interesting way that AC (alternating current)
travels down conductors, at higher frequencies the current
only travels through the outer edge of a round conductor.
The easiest way to imagine what skin effect looks like is to
think of the current travelling only around the outer skin of
a conductor – the conductor is used like a hollow tube, all
the copper in the center of the conductor is
ignored.

As you can see in the image as the frequency
increases less of the conductor is used. At
about 100kHz the signal only travels through
the skin. Loop detector frequencies range
from 10kHz to 150kHz, skin effect
diminishes the quality of the signal at these
frequencies. In the case of stranded wire the
skin effect will not take place on each strand
– but just the outside of the stranded bundle.
Skin effect is another example where solid
wire shines, solid wire is less prone to high
frequency issues, and can support longer
runs and higher data rates than stranded
wire.

Knowing the advantages of solid wire vs.
stranded wire the best performing inductance
loops would have the loop section made out
of solid wire for increased performance, and
the lead-in made out of stranded wire for
better flexibility and ease of running through
conduit.

• Solid conductor cables can support longer
transmission runs and higher data rates than
their stranded cable counterparts because of
skin effect.

• Solid wire is less expensive than stranded
wire. Better performing loop at a better price!

We at BD Loops always say that loops are simple technology – which
they are. However, there are some complex details that need to be
addressed when designing loops that pertain to the way current flows
through loops. These details that need to be considered are insertion

loss and skin effect.
Insertion Loss/Attenuation is a measurement of loss in transmission

signal strength between two points on a cable. Insertion loss is
essentially a way to measure and understand how resistance in a
conductor will affect a signal travelling through a conductor. In the
case of a loop this would mean measuring the signal loss that occurs
from one of the lead-in wires to the other. Attenuation is measured in
decibels (dB) if there is too much voltage loss (attenuation) the signals
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BD Loops is a manufacturer of preformed direct
burial and saw-cut inductance loops for the gate,
door, and parking industries. With over 14 years in business the quality
of BD Loops is unparalleled. BD Loops products are available through
over 400 distributors in the U.S. and Canada. BD Loops offers 46
standard preformed loop sizes, all standard and custom loop sizes are
ready to be shipped the same day. The company has several letters of
recommendation testifying their professionalism and design, and is a
member of the following associations: AFA, IDA, NAFCA, NOMMA, IPI,
CODA, and IMSA. Feel free to call BD Loop's knowledgeable staff with
any questions about loops or their applications. By visiting the BD
Loops website (www.BDLoops.com) you are sure to learn something
new whether if you are new to installing loops or a veteran installer.
While you are at the BDLoops.com website sign up for our free
informative monthly installer newsletter. Use our distributor locator
to find a distributor near you.

8

A Blast from the Past!
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Electronic Invoicing and Payments

Many Canadians will remember the rotating Canadian
Postal Worker strikes in 2011 which resulted in the
backlog of mail and parcels at postal distribution centres.
If your business felt the pinch from the strike, you are in
good company - the strike caused hardship for many
businesses who simply were not getting paid because
cheques were ‘in the mail.’ The lack of progress in the
latest contract negotiations between Canada Post and the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW), means that
another service disruption may be in store for Canada this
July.

Perils of a paper-based system: According to the Canadian
Payments Association, although the use of cheques have
been in a steady decline, their wide use is still a reality in
Canada - with approximately 950 million cheques
processed in 2014.

Even when postal services are fully operational, the use of
cheques leaves much to be desired. With manual
processes, printing, mailing, postal interruptions,
processing delays, bounced cheques and concerns about
the environment impacts of paper used for invoices,
cheques and envelopes, the dependence on a mail-based
invoicing and payments system no longer makes sense for
many businesses. The UK already has plans in place to
eliminate the use of cheques by November 2018.

Progress on payments? Despite slow progress, Canada’s
business requirements are not going unheeded. The
Government of Canada’s creation of a Task Force for the
Payments System Review and the efforts of The Canadian
Payments Association mean a more efficient options for
electronic invoicing and payments will become available in
the coming years.

Simple (www.paysimple.com) and Versa Pay
(www.versapay.com) These electronic solutions offer the
ability to send invoices electronically and in turn allow the
customer to make their payment online. In January 2016,
Moneris (www.moneris.com) announced the launch of a
business-to-business (B2B) payment solution to facilitate
the acceptance of commercial card payments.

Continuing the conversation: In our age of reliance on paperbased billing and payments, without doubt, another Canada
Post strike will cause hardship and inconvenience for many
businesses. On the positive side, another strike will
provide added incentive to businesses to investigate
alternatives to using traditional mail, billing and payment
options and get people talking about them.
Learn more::
The Canadian Payments Association (www.cdnpay.ca)
The Task Force for the Payments Systems Review
(http://www.fin.gc.ca)
Canada Post warns biggest customers to prepare for service
disruption (www.cbc.ca/news)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For over 20 years, Fast Fence Inc. has been supplying
fencing solutions to customers across Southern Ontario
with over 150,000 linear feet of fencing in a variety of
styles. For more information or for a fast quote visit
www.fastfence.ca or call 416-751-7877.

Myths about cell phone charging.
Myth #1: Cheaper chargers destroy batteries.
Truth:
Although $2 chargers are obviously a no-no for your
expensive phone, some cheaper brands can do the job such as
from manufacturers like Belkin and KMS. When buying the official
charger from Apple or Samsung, be sure to buy directly to make
sure you don’t end up with a knock-off.

Electronic invoicing: Most accounting packages can generate
a PDF invoice and email it directly to the customer via
email. Electronic invoicing removes any time lag from
sending to receiving. There is also a significant reduction
in paper usage since envelopes are no longer required to
deliver an invoice. As with all aspects of accounts
receivable, emailing invoices requires due diligence. Spam
filters and changing email addresses can prevent the
delivery of emails resulting in the delay of payments.

Myth #2: You should not use your phone while it is charging.
Truth:
If you are using the manufacturer approved battery and
charger, it should be fine. Let common sense prevail.
Myth #3: Charging your phone overnight kills the battery.
Truth: The phone knows when it is fully charged and stops
charging automatically. You don’t need to charge your phone
every night. Battery life will last longer if you keep it charged
between 40 and 80%.

Receiving payments: According to the Canadian Payments
Association, in Canada, electronic payments represent
approximately 85% of all non-cash transactions.

EFTs offer the ability to immediately transact a payment,
or set a specific day for the payment to go through. There
is no waiting for a cheque to clear (or not clear, which is
even more problematic) or awaiting payments in the mail.
You provide your customers with the name and address
of your bank, your 5-digit transit number and account
number and the customer initiates the payment through
their bank. Some vendors offer their customers an
incentive to switch to EFTs to make their payments; by
paying the cost of their customers’ transaction fees or
providing a service discount.

Myth #4: You don’t need to turn off your phone ever.
Truth: Apple recommends turning off your phone before going
to bed each night. At the very least, turn it off once a week to
preserve battery life.
Myth #5: Don’t charge your phone until it is completely dead.
Truth:
It’s better to charge your phone every day than to do a
“deep charge” from time to time. Constantly draining the battery
causes it to become unstable and as it has only a finite number of
charge cycles, each time it dies is one step closer to its end.

Your bank can help you set up electronic payments to
your own vendors. Even without vendor incentives,
consider the transaction costs against your long-term
savings: Fewer (if any) cheques and envelopes required,
and again the value of time required to manually process
cheque payments. Even during a postal strike, bills must
be paid and the use of EFT payments can also save the
cost to deliver payments via courier or the cost of late
payment charges for cheques ‘stuck’ in transit.

Integrated payment systems: Companies sending out large
volumes of invoices each month can take advantage of
integrated invoicing and payment systems such as Pay

Did you know?
• Your brain makes seemingly conscious decisions 7 seconds before
you are consciously aware of them.
• Your kidneys are incredibly efficient. They filter out 95% of the
water in your blood for re-use, and 99% of the salts. They filter
about 80 liter of blood a day.
• Your nose and ears will continue to grow throughout your life.
That's why older people tend to have large noses and ears.
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NAFCA - Fence Training School
Earlier in the year the North American Fence Contractors Association
(NAFCA) Fence Training School returned to Sebring, Florida. Students
from six states and Ontario, Canada, came together to learn the tricks
of the trade and get a hands-on experience of fencing at the seven
stations set up for training. The very large property available for the
school creates a unique opportunity to teach new techniques in
fencing. The training ranged from practical hands-on building of
different types of fences in various types of terrain, to installations of
gates and reading schematics and blueprints. Students were sent
home with new knowledge and a wider and different view of the
industry.
This year work was continued on the wooden cedar fence which had
been
constructed
around
the
Maintenance
Building.
They installed an additional 32 feet to the existing 75 feet of 8’ high
solid privacy cedar fence without using any concrete. The existing 75
feet was also installed one and two years ago without concrete and it is
all standing perfectly plumb, teaching the students that there is more
than one way to do a good job. The posts are 3 inches, schedule 40,
driven 4 ½ feet deep plus two pipe anchors each 5 feet long at 45
degrees underground, like the roots of a tree.
On the opposite side of the Building, work continued on a fence that
was started in 2015. A run of 7” wide privacy picket was installed with
an opening for a gate. The next section was an 11” privacy picket that
continued following a sloping grade for about 40 ft., with each panel
dropping about 3”. They also installed an “S” curved section from start
to finish. Other topics touched on: the powders that make up a PVC
fence profile and an explanation of how PVC fence is engineered to
work, assembly of an aluminum-framed gate, and tips and tricks to
racking or stepping a privacy fence. The students were given a handson experience working a router and template kit to make their own rail
holes in a post.
A welding station was next. Not only did the students learn hands on
welding but they were also instructed in the different types of hinges
and their uses. This station made a 5 ft. X 8 ft. single gate to be used

with a gate operator at the ball fields.
Construction and automating a swing gate to restrict vehicular access
to a specific area of the baseball park was next. A Lift Master LA412U
solar operator with retro-reflective eyes to protect the closing
entrapment area was installed. There was no entrapment point in the
opening area of the gate. A pole was sunk to support a wireless keypad
to activate the gate, a solar panel was mounted on a concrete pillar
over 8 feet high, wire was run in a conduit to connect the photo eyes,
arm and panel to the operator and all wiring buried. The limits for the
operator were set and it was verified that all the component parts were
functioning correctly. This station also checked on the two previous
installations that had been done on site.
Evening instructions on reading schematics and blueprints took place.
Students also received hands on instructions on gate operators and
post driving and setting techniques.
Extract from World Fence News.
Here are some of the testimonials from past years Fence Training
School:
• The training will be very beneficial when talking to end users. I can
now confidently recommend the best fence for customer application.
• Out of all the knowledge I obtained it was only 10% of what is taught.
Every student should carry around a recording device so we can retain
as much information as possible.
• I enjoyed the school, got new ideas and met great instructors and
students.
• As in everything, great organizations are built by great people. Thank
you to everyone who runs NAFCA fence school. The networking and
combined experience here are priceless.
• I’m glad I came to learn. For me I’ve learnt some basic installations
that will help me better understand what my bosses are talking about.
A huge THANK YOU to all the instructors for donating their time and
knowledge and all companies for donating valuable materials! 2016
was another success because of all of you!

Post Master Delivers...
®

Pre-Punched
Holes

Master Halco’s patented PostMaster steel post for wood
fencing is engineered to provide you with the strength
RIVWHHOZLWKRXWVDFUL¿FLQJWKHQDWXUDOEHDXW\RIZRRG
Constructed of structural steel with a heavy galvanized
coating, PostMaster can withstand high winds and heavy
UDLQDQGZLOOQHYHUURWRUZDUS0DVWHU+DOFRJXDUDQWHHV
LWHYHU\3RVW0DVWHUVWHHOSRVWLVEDFNHGE\D\HDU
OLPLWHGZDUUDQW\ 3RVW0DVWHUSURYLGHVORQJHYLW\DQG
performance in a wood fence system which results in
XQFRPSURPLVHGYDOXH
)RUDOO\RXUIHQFLQJQHHGVYLVLW0DVWHU+DOFRFRPRU
FRQWDFWRQHRIRXUEUDQFKORFDWLRQV
Montreal 800-361- 3388
Toronto 888-613-3623
Quebec City 800-463-2320 Calgary 800-663-3623
Vancouver 604-556-3741
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Advertising - Does it Work?

by Maureen Fodrek
To advertise or not – that is the million dollar question!

Business owners have struggled over this dilemma for
years asking themselves, “Am I throwing my money away
by buying an ad in the local paper or magazine?”
Organizations have studied it and spent millions of dollars
researching what works and what doesn’t. Many small
struggling businesses are so cash strapped that they can’t
afford to advertise and are therefore caught between a rock
and a hard place. If they don’t advertise they are not
reaching potential customers and if they do advertise they
get deeper in debt with no certainty of return on their
money.

Companies which can afford to advertise on television,
employing expensive consultants to design their
“guaranteed to succeed ad”, are not always successful.
Often I will laugh at a funny commercial only to realize
afterwards I don’t have a clue what the product was. One
of the best ads is for the Mazda car and its Zoom-Zoom
commercial. I have a friend who recently bought a Mazda
and couldn’t remember its make. She only had to say
“Zoom-Zoom” and I knew immediately what she meant. Of
course this doesn’t mean that everyone will buy a Mazda,
just that their marketing was effective enough to imprint it
on our brains.

While researching material for this article I came across
some interesting facts and tips:

1. 99% of retailers use newspapers as their primary
method of advertising.

2. Many businesses rely on newspapers as an effective tool
for advertising. However if they don’t do it creatively, they
might as well not do it at all.

3. Small community newspapers are actually growing

compared to their larger counterparts which are struggling.

4. Use a quote from a happy customer in the ad.

5. Include a picture of the owner. People buy from people
that they know, like and trust and we trust people and
businesses that we see often and in different locations.

6. Code your ads. By getting the customer to mention the
code, you keep track of how much business the ad has
generated.

7. Try advertising in different sections of the newspaper
or magazine each time. Some people only check certain
sections and may miss your ad.

8. Change your ad frequently, offering a product or service
at a great sales price to attract customers.

9. Offer a solution to a specific problem. For example,
“Tired of those pesky skunks sleeping under your porch?
Our unique fence is designed to keep those critters out”

As we all know, word of mouth is the best advertising. A
friend of mine dropped in at a local service station for an
oil change. It didn’t look very busy but the man in charge
informed my friend that there would be a 3 hour wait. He
must have been having a bad day because it was said in a
rude and unfriendly way. My friend drove a couple of
blocks and was welcomed with open arms at another
service station. Needless to say he will go back to the
second business. We can do all the advertising we want but
we have to back it up with service, service, service.

So what’s the answer to the question, “is it worth it to
advertise?” For many businesses that sell product or offer
services to consumers, yes it is! Advertising is a multi billion

dollar industry and that would not be the case if it did not
work!

AN
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Standard Insertion Rates

AD INSERTION ORDER FORM

Company Name:
Contact Name:

RATE CARD
STANDARD INSERTION RATES
UNIT SIZE
PRICE PER
Full Page 7” x 10” .............................................
1/2 Page 7” x 4 1/2”......................................
1/4 Page 3 1/4” x 4 1/2”..............................
Banner Ad 7” x 2”.............................................

INSERTION
$830.00
$430.00
$280.00
$215.00

(These prices will be effective for the February 15th deadline (Spring Issue) onwards)

DEADLINES
FOR 2016
DEADLINES FOR 2012

DEADLINES FOR 2009/10

Spring
Issue.......................................................
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .February
Spring Issue
March 15
16
Summer Issue
May 16
Summer
Issue........................................................
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May
15
16
Trade
Show .Issue
Fall
Issue
. . . ...........................................................October
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 15
Winter Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .October 15

FILE SPECIFICATIONS: Accepted press quality fi les are; Adobe
Photoshop, Adobe Acrobat, Adobe PageMaker, and PDF (high resolutions
PDF is preferred for submitting electronic files).
CLASSIFIED AD RATE: 30 words or less $15.00DISCOUNT
(each additional words $0.20).

CONTACT INFORMATION : Jaina Prost
CONTACT
INFORMATION
Tel: 613-543 2433
E-mail: jprost@xplornet.ca

CIRCLE YOUR SELECTION
ABOVE
Email
adsRepresentative
to jprost@xplornet.ca
Norma
Smith,
Sale
Norma
Smith,
Sales
Representative
Tel.: 613-652-4006
613-213-4006
Tel: 613-652-4006 Cell:
Cell:
613-213-4006
E-mail: normasmith1@sympatico.ca
E-mail: normasmith1@sympatico.ca

CONTACT INFORMATION:
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when you
book 4 ads!!!

Address:

City:
State/Prov.:
Zip/Postal Code:
Tel:
Fax:
Email:

Application for Membership
Please complete entire application carefully and return to: Bob Bignell, 22 John St.

Box 516 Drayton, ON

N0G 1P0

ph: 519-638-0101

fx: 519-489-2805

visit us on the web - www.cfia.ca
TITLE

NAME
COMPANY
ADDRESS
CITY

POSTAL CODE

PHONE

FAX

EMAIL

WEB SITE

SPONSOR’S NAME

Chapter:

Atlantic

Ontario

Quebec

Check your company description: Installer / Retailer
Annual dues:

Wholesaler

Payable by: cheque

$350 plus HST $45.50 = $395.50

Name on card

Western
Manufacturer

Visa

Card number

Exp. date

Signature

Tymetal Corp.
Gate and Operator Systems

Fortress ® Aluminum
Cantilever Gates with
matching UL listed
gate operators

/HDGLQJ
Manufacturer
For Over 25 Years
New K4 & K12
Tested Crash Gates
&XVWRP'UDZLQJV
6SHFL¿FDWLRQV

Introducing Crash Tested
Shallow Mount Bollards
Contact Tymetal Corp.
800-328-GATE www.tymetal.com
Supplying the most reliable gate systems direct to Canadian fence contractors
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Agent

or Master Card

YOUR # 1 SOURCE FOR ORNAMENTAL, IRON, WOOD AND PVC
FENCING HARDWARE AND ACCESSORIES

High Density Post Stiffener

1 1/2 ”X 2 1/2 ” Residential Hinge

5 ” French Gothic
Complete

Maxima 8 ” Tee Hinge

Bear Hold Chain Link Fence Stretchers
3 1/2 ” Residential Hinge
1 ” Heavy Duty
Embassy Drop
Rod

Proud Member Of:
Commercial Duty Embassy Hinge

Modern Fence Technologies Canada
13473 County Road 18
Williamsburg, ON K0C 2H0
Phone: 1-888-749-7133 Fax: 1-866-543-3975
www.mftfencecanada.com

